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PLANNING ACCREDITATION BOARD – FALL 2022 REPORT TO AICP, APA, and ACSP 
9/7/2022 

ACSP, AICP and APA minutes must document acceptance of PAB report for compliance with Iowa not-for-profit law 
 

Mission Statement: To promote excellence among planning programs and to ensure high quality education for future 
urban planners.  
 
About PAB: PAB is a standalone 501(c)3 organization jointly sponsored by the Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Planning (ACSP), the American Planning Association (APA), and APA’s professional institute, the American Institute of 
Certified Planners (AICP). This collaboration reflects an assumption that all parties to the planning enterprise – 
practitioners, educators, students, elected officials and citizens – have a vital stake in the quality of the nation’s 
programs of planning education. Sponsoring organizations appoint the 8-member board and match-fund the operations. 
Recognized by the Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA), PAB is also a member of the Association of 
Professional and Specialized Accreditors (ASPA) and adheres to its Member Code of Good Practice.  
 
Accreditation is a system for recognizing educational institutions and professional programs for performance, integrity 
and quality. This recognition is extended primarily through non-governmental, voluntary associations. Accreditors 
establish standards for accreditation, arrange peer-reviewed visits, evaluate institutions and professional programs, and 
confer a specific term of accreditation.  
 
PAB currently accredits 93 planning programs (78 graduate and 15 undergraduate) at 81 North American universities. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A. Board Member Transition and Future Appointments 
The terms for board members David Salazar, FAICP and Ed Goetz, Ph.D. will expire on November 30, 2022. We thank 
both Ed and David for their many contributions to PAB, including their service on the PAB Standards Review Task Force.  
 
Effective December 1, 2022, Linda Tatum, FAICP and Bonnie Johnson, Ph.D., FAICP will begin their term on the board as 
the AICP Planning Practitioner and the ACSP Planning Educator, respectively. Dawn Terkla, Ph.D. will serve another term 
as the ACSP Higher Education Administrator appointee.  
 
On November 30, 2023, terms expire for the following board members: Bristol Ellington, AICP (AICP Planning 
Practitioner), Mitch Thrower, CPA (APA Public Member), and Weiping Wu, Ph.D. (ACSP Planning Educator). Weiping is 
eligible for reappointment. However, Bristol and Mitch are not eligible for re-appointment, as they have served two 
terms.  
 
The current board roster can be viewed on the PAB website. 
 
B. 2022 Accreditation Standards  
Minor Amendment: At its February 3, 2022, PAB voted to approve the revised PAB Accreditation Standards and Criteria. 
PAB seeks to make a minor amendment to the 2022 Accreditation Standards (noted below). The editorial correction will 
provide clearer expectations and will align the sub-criteria with what has been the actual practice.  

• Criterion 1B4: Graduate Employment:  The Program shall document the percentage of fulltime all graduates who 
are employed within one year of graduation in professional planning, planning-related or other positions, and 
the definitions thereof. 

• Criterion 1D5: Employment:  the employment rate of fulltime all graduates in professional planning, planning-
related or other positions within 1 year of graduation. 

 

https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/about-us/board-members/
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For additional details on this revision and to provide comments via the online survey, please visit the PAB website: 
https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/standards-review/ The first comment period closes September 8, 2022. 
The second and final comment period will occur in mid-September through mid-October.  
 
Effective Date of Standards: The 2022 Accreditation Standards are effective January 1, 2023. All programs submitting 
Self-Study Reports in 2023 and thereafter are subject to the 2022 Accreditation Standards.  
 
SSR Manual and Template: PAB is currently revising the Self-Study Report Manual and Template, Site Visit Manuals, and 
Site Visit training to align with the new standards. The Manuals and Template will be available by January 2023.  

 
C. PAB Trainings: Program Administrator and Site Visitor 
PAB is overhauling its Program Administrator and Site Visitor training to align with the expectations and requirements of 
the 2022 Accreditation Standards. Revamped training session will occur at the ACSP Conference in Toronto (details 
below) and continue through 2023 at both the APA conference in Philadelphia and the ACSP conference in Miami.  
 
In addition, PAB hired a consultant to conduct a separate training on Student Learning Outcomes Assessment 
(description noted below). This session is open to all program administrators, faculty, and Site Visitors.  
 
Trainings at ACSP Conference, Hilton Toronto: 

• Accreditation: Prepare Now, Relax Later – An Orientation for Program Administrators  - Thursday, November 
3, 2022 @ 8:30 – 10:00 am; Room: Governor General Parlor 
During this session, Program Administrators will gain understanding of the accreditation process and timeline. 
PAB members will provide guidance on preparing an effective Self-Study Report under the new standards, and 
what to expect at the board meeting.  
 

• Site Visitor Training  - Thursday, November 3, 2022 @ 1:30 – 5:30 pm; Room: Governor General Parlor 
During this session, Site Visitors will learn about the requirements and expectations of the 2022 Accreditation 
Standards and how to conduct assessment on select criteria. PAB will provide an update on the accreditation 
process and discuss recent changes. Program Administrators and interested faculty are encouraged to attend. 
 

• Are They Learning What We’re Teaching? A Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Training - Friday, 
November 4, 2022 @ 9:00 – 11:00 am; Room: Richmond 
This two-hour, hands-on workshop will introduce core concepts and strategies for delineating and measuring 
student learning outcomes. Participants will hear about promising examples of measurement and data 
collection techniques for capturing the extent to which our students are actually learning what we aim to teach. 
You’ll also start developing new ideas for assessing student learning outcomes for your planning program.  The 
workshop aims to help you evaluate what your program is doing well and what needs improvement, both to 
fulfill PAB (re)accreditation requirements and to guide efforts to strengthen curriculum, teaching, and learning in 
your program. Presenter: Laurie Goldman, Ph.D., Senior Lecturer, Tufts University 

 
D. 2022 Outstanding Site Visitor Award Recipients 
PAB would like to recognize the following individuals for their outstanding contributions to PAB, planning education and 
the profession: 

• Eric Strauss, Ph.D., AICP – Professor Emeritus, Michigan State University 
• Gloria Jeff, AICP – Director, Minnesota Department of Transportation Metro District Livability Initiative 

 
Eric has participated in 15 Site Visits, serving as chair for 12. Gloria has served on 6 Site Visits. PAB thanks them both for 
their volunteer efforts in contributing to quality education for future planers. Eric and Gloria will be recognized at the 
ACSP conference and through a fall APA multimedia post and APA Interact.  
 
 
 

https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/standards-review/
https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/accreditation-standards-2022/
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E. Noteworthy Practices 
During accreditation reviews, Site Visit Teams and the Board continue to identify noteworthy practices, particularly with 
regard to high quality outcomes assessment and notable diversity practices. The PAB website disseminates this 
information, serving as a resource of innovations and effective educational approaches to accredited programs and the 
public. The site is updated twice annually. Recently, the following programs were recognized: 1) Ball State University for 
student engagement in the profession and its innovative storefront studio, and 2) The University of Wisconsin- Madison 
was recognized for the development of a Climate Committee which is responsible for “coordinating discussions, 
activities, and policies to ensure the department established and maintains a diverse, inclusive” environment for all.  
 
F. CHEA Recognition 
PAB is one of roughly 50 specialized accreditors recognized by CHEA. Just as PAB has standards for accreditation which 
change periodically and with which programs are expected to maintain compliance, CHEA has recognition standards for 
the accrediting agencies it recognizes. PAB’s recognition is through December 31, 2023. PAB will submit its Self-Study 
Report to CHEA in December 2022. To learn more about CHEA and the value of its recognition, click here.  
 
G. PAB Annual Report Data 
Aggregate data from the PAB 2021 Annual Report is now available in the Resources & Publications section of the PAB 
website. The following are excerpts from the 2021 Annual Report Data.  
 

 2021 2020 Change 
    
Graduate Student Enrollment - US Citizens and Residents 3835 3584 7% 
Graduate Students Enrollment – International 618 530 17% 
Total Graduate Student Enrollment 4453 4114 8% 
    
Undergraduate Student Enrollment – US Citizens and Residents 1039 1118 (7%) 
Undergraduate Student Enrollment – International 41 59 (30%) 
Total Undergraduate Student Enrollment 1080 1177 (8%) 
 

 

https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/resources-publications/noteworthy-practices/
https://www.chea.org/about-recognition
https://www.chea.org/chea-standards-and-procedures-recognition
https://www.chea.org/chea-podcasts-and-webinars#value
https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/resources-publications/student-faculty-data/
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OPERATIONAL DATA  
Financial  
Redacted 
 
Programs Reviewed 
Redacted 
 
For a summary of the Board’s recent accreditation decisions, please visit the PAB website. A list of upcoming 
accreditation and progress report reviews can be found on the PAB website.  
 
 
 

https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/news/
https://www.planningaccreditationboard.org/events/

